
Homily Notes for Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 2014, Cycle B 

Readings for the Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5, Ps 89, Acts 13:16-17, 22-25, Mt 1:1-25 
Readings for the Midnight Mass: Is 9:1-6, Ps 96, Tit 2:11-14, Lk 2:1-14 

Readings for the Mass at Dawn: Is 62:11-12, Titus 3:4-7, Lk 2:15-20 
Readings for Christmas Day: Is 52:7-10, Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 and 

Reflections based upon Pope Benedict’s homily from Midnight Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica  
 

1. For Christmas we have four different sets of readings which I have listed above. While the 
gospel selections for the Vigil, Midnight and Dawn Masses describe the history of Christmas, 
the selection from John’s gospel for this Daytime Mass lifts us out of history into the 
recognition of how great Jesus really is and what he calls us to. I am going to draw from 
various readings and have one single homily for Christmas. Pope Benedict challenged us several 
years ago to face up to the false values that have become dominant in our world. This 
coordinates well with the book I am recommending reading for the coming year, “From 
Christendom to Apostolic Mission: Pastoral Strategies for an Apostolic Age.”  

2. The first readings from Isaiah 62 gives us the assurance that, just as Yahweh restored His 
chosen people to their homeland after the Babylonian exile, Jesus the Savior will restore fallen 
mankind (us) to the kingdom of God. This highlights how gracious Jesus Christ is.  

3. In the second reading from Hebrews from the Christmas Day Mass, St. Paul tells us how God, 
Who had conveyed His words in partial and various ways to us in the past through His 
prophets, sent His own Son so that He might demonstrate to us humans, by His life, death and 
resurrection, the very fullness of the plan of salvation of our God.   

4. John's gospel, in the reading for Christmas Day, gives a profoundly theological vision of 
Christ and on this wondrous mystery of God's love. While stressing the divinity of Christ, he 
leaves no doubt as to the reality of his human nature.  In the prologue of his gospel, John 
introduces the birth of Jesus as the dawning of the Light Who will remove the darkness of 
evil from the world.  

5. The Holy Father, Pope Benedict, in his midnight Mass confronted what may be the 
dominant values of our society today. He says that the birth of Jesus calls us to a godly life. 
“For this day in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.” 

6. This year, this reading and Pope Benedict’s reflections are particularly relevant for we are 
realizing that we no longer live in a Christian culture but in a culture that is hostile to the values 
of God. This ties into the book I am recommending us to read, “From Christendom to Apostolic 
Mission: Pastoral Strategies for an Apostolic Age.” We must be ready to give witness to our 
faith, based on Jesus Christ, whose birth we are celebrating tonight; we must be ready to give a 
witness in a world that is hostile to us and does not understand the things of God. Let us reflect 
with Pope Benedict. 

7. Pope Benedict says, “In a society so often intoxicated by consumerism and hedonism, 
wealth and extravagance, appearances and narcissism, this Child calls us to act soberly, in 



other words, in a way that is simple, balanced, and consistent, capable of seeing and doing 
what is essential.” The Pope’s warning lines up with what is said in our “Collect” prayer for 
tonight. We prayed at the beginning of Mass: 

“Grant that, just as we joyfully welcome your Only  Begotten Son as our Redeemer, we 
may also merit to face him confidently, when he comes again as our judge.” 

Let’s look more precisely what he is saying. 

8. What is consumerism? It is the use of goods and services to satisfy one’s own desires rather 
than producing or helping others. Opposite – charity to the poor and the dysfunctional, to be 
one who produces for others. Are we capable of this in the world of advertising and 
materialism? 

9. What is hedonism? It is the belief that pleasure is the ultimate good and should be the 
principal aim of action, self-indulgence. Opposite – to follow truth and not pleasure. It involves  
being willing to deny oneself, to take up one’s cross and to follow Jesus. 

10. What are wealth and extravagance? Wealth is having much money or property. 
Extravagance is going beyond what would be reasonable or moderate limits. Opposite – 
evangelical poverty (voluntarily living simply or giving away most of one’s possessions) and 
generosity. Challenge, what does this imply for us as we observe the desperate immigration 
from the third world to the first? 

11. What are appearances and narcissism? Appearances has to do with trying to present oneself 
as something one is not, pretending or making like one is rich, superior, or the like when one is 
not. Narcissism is excessive interest in one’s own appearance, comfort, importance, abilities, etc. 
Opposite – substance (integrity of heart) and concern for others. 

12. Are these not the values that we need to be living and proclaiming in order to give a good 
witness to people of our time? Charity and concern for the poor and the dysfunctional, and to 
be one who produces for others. To follow truth and not pleasure, to carry out the love of God 
no matter the cost, denying oneself, taking up one’s cross and following Jesus. And finally, to 
embrace evangelical poverty, to be generous to others, living a life of self-denial and simplicity. 
Can we? Do you think that would give a winsome testimony to our faith with our way of life? 

13. In conclusion, do you think that adopting more strongly these virtues is that which God 
would want us to get out of this celebration of Christmas? If we lived out these values, would 
it help convert the world back to God? Do you think we might have some young men who 
would commit themselves to living out these values as priests, as men for others, to draw all 
others to Christ? How about some young women to be sisters? Would we support them? Is this 
what God would want to gain from this Mass? How important is this? 

14. The two questions for every Mass:  

What should I offer to God in the offering today?  

What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that God 
wants? 


